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in which he eats the "heaven and scarifies himself with it is
as follows. When a bullock is struck by lightning, the
wizard takes its flesh and puts it in a sherd and eats it while
it is hot, mixed with medicine ; and thus he eats the heaven
by eating the flesh, which came from the beast, which was
struck by the lightning, which came down from the heaven.
And in like manner he scarifies himself with the heaven,
for he makes cuts in his body and rubs in medicine mixed
with the flesh of a bullock that was struck by lightning.1
In some Caffre tribes, when an animal or a man has been Some
struck by lightning, the priest comes straightway and ^
vaccinates every person in the kraal, apparently as a sort themselves
of insurance against lightning. He sets to work by tying
a number of charms round the neck of every man and
woman in the village, in order that they may have power
to dig the dead man's grave; for in these tribes beasts
and men alike that have been struck by lightning are always
buried, and the flesh is never eaten. Next a sacrificial beast
is killed and a fire kindled, in which certain magic woods
or roots are burned to charcoal, and then ground to powder.
The priest thereupon makes incisions in various parts of the
bodies of each inmate of the kraal, and rubs a portion of the
powdered charcoal into the cuts ; the rest of the powder he
mixes with sour milk, and gives to them all to drink. From
the time the lightning strikes the kraal until this ceremony
has been performed, the people are obliged to abstain
entirely from the use of milk. Their heads are then shaved.
Should a house have been struck by lightning it must be
abandoned, with everything in it. Until all these rites
have been performed, none of the people may leave the
kraal or have any intercourse whatever with others ; but
when the ceremonies have been duly performed, the people are
pronounced clean, and may again associate with their neigh-
bours. However, for some months afterwards none of the live
stock of the kraal and few other things belonging to it are
allowed to pass into other hands, whether by way of sale
or of gift.2 Hence it would appear that all persons in a
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